Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SINGAP 01467 30101 1Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CAB-02 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 INR-10 
NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 /063 W 

037476 302136Z/65 

R 3009 15Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9970 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SINGAPORE 1467 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, PINR, SREF, VM, SN 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE AIRCRAFT RETURNED 

1 . VIETNAMESE MILITARY AIRCRAFT BROUGHT HERE BY DEFECTORS ON 
MARCH 22 HS RETURNED TO VIETNAM. FOURTEEN VIETNAMESE CREWMEN 
ARRIVED IN SINGAPORE ON MORNING OF MARCH 29 ABOARD RUSSIAN- 
BUILT VIETNAMESE TWIN-ENGINE AIRCRAFT AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER 
LEFT AGAIN WITH BOTH PLANES. COMMENT AROUND TOWN IS THAT HALF OF 
14 WERE WATCHING THE OTHER HALF TO BE SURE THEY DIDN'T DEFECT. 

IT MAY WELL BE TRUE. 

2. WITH RETURN OF AIRCRAFT. INCIDENT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
RESOLVED AS PAINLESSLY AS POSSIBLE AND WITH NO SIGNIFICANT 
DAMAGE TO GOS-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. THE SPEED WITH WHICH THE USG 
GOT THE TWO DEFECTORS OUT OF SINGAPORE PROBABLY ALSO MINIMIZED 
ANY POSSIBLE IMPACT ON US-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. 

3. ARRIVAL OF AIRCRAFT ON MARCH 22 RAISED PROBLEM FOR SINGAPORE 
INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES, WHICH HAD EARLIER RECEIVED PERMISSION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 01467 30101 1Z 

TO USE AMBER ONE ROUTE OVER VIETNAM BEGINNING MARCH 23. CIVIL 
AIR AUTHORITIES TELL US THAT SIA HELD OFF USING THIS ROUTE 
FOR FIRST TWO MARCH 23 FLIGHTS, BUT WHEN IT BECAME EVIDENT 
THAT SRV REACTION WAS MODERATE PROCEEDED TO FLY AMBER ONE LATER 
IN THE DAY. 
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